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Hays and Caldwell; that General Hancock was placed in command of the Corps of his seniors, Howard and Sickles ; and that General Hancock was to advise General Meade whether the ground and position, under existing circumstances, was a "better one" to fight a battle, that all the troops might be ordered up. The copy of this order, filed by General Meade before the Committee on the Conduct of the War, differs from the order received by General Hancock, in that the word "better" is placed in parentheses, and the word " suitable" (which does not occur in the copy received by General Hancock) is inserted immediately after it. The purport of this change is to ignore the fact that General Hancock wras charged with the responsibility of deciding between Gettysburg and Pipe Creek, or, at least, of holding on to Gettysburg until General Meade could decide. The latter claims that the troops were ordered up, irrespective of and before General Hancock's views were known. We will recur to this point when the narrative is far enough advanced to permit us to do so with clearness.
General Howard's friends have claimed that General Meade ordered Hancock up, in ignorance of the fact that General Hancock was the junior officer. General Hancock called General Meade's attention to this fact, however, and the latter re-ing back from the front of Gettysburg. Hold your column ready to move.
